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as of March 03,2026

Executive Summary

As of the morning of March 3, 2026, the US-Israeli joint operation against Iran,
known as Operation Epic Fury (US designation) and Operation Lion’s Roar
(Israeli designation), has entered its fourth day. Overnight developments
(March 2-3) include intensified Israeli ground and air operations in southern
Lebanon against Hezbollah, additional Iranian missile and drone retaliatory
strikes on Gulf states hosting US bases (including confirmed drone hits on the
US Embassy in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia), US embassy closures in Saudi Arabia
and Kuwait, evacuations of US diplomats across the region, rising US
casualties to six confirmed deaths, and Iranian death toll climbing to
approximately 787. President Trump has indicated the campaign could last
four to five weeks or longer, emphasizing that the "big wave" of strikes is yet to
come, while Israeli officials report the operation progressing faster than
planned. Global markets continue to react with oil price surges and energy
supply concerns, including Iran's declared closure of the Strait of Hormuz.
The conflict shows signs of regional widening, with no immediate de-
escalation in sight.

Key Changes Overnight

Overnight and early morning developments have focused on escalation in
proxy fronts, diplomatic withdrawals, and casualty updates:
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e Casualties: US military deaths rose to six (including recoveries and
confirmations from prior incidents). Iranian casualties reached 787 per
Iranian Red Crescent reports. Regional impacts include minor damages and
injuries from drone strikes.

e Iranian Retaliation: Iran launched additional missiles and drones targeting
US-allied Gulf states. Notable: Drones struck the US Embassy in Riyadh
(limited fire and minor damage reported). Strikes affected bases in Bahrain,
Qatar, UAE, Kuwait, and others; many intercepted, but some impacts
confirmed. Iran declared the Strait of Hormuz closed, threatening vessels.

e US Diplomatic Response: The State Department closed embassies in Saudi
Arabia and Kuwait after attacks, evacuated diplomats regionally, and urged
Americans to leave 14 Middle East countries immediately.

e Israeli Operations: Israel bolstered forces in southern Lebanon, seized
additional areas as a "defensive measure" against Hezbollah, conducted
simultaneous strikes in Tehran and Beirut (targeting military sites and
Hezbollah weapons storage), and reported dismantling aspects of Iran's
regime headquarters.

e US Statements and Operations: President Trump reiterated objectives
(destroy missile capabilities, navy, nuclear ambitions, proxy support) and
warned of escalated strikes. CENTCOM detailed strikes on over 1,000-2,000
targets in initial phases, including missile sites, drones, and naval assets. No
US ground troops in Iran currently, but open to further measures.

e Economic/Global Impacts: Oil prices rose further; Qatar halted some LNG
production due to strikes. Markets slid amid energy disruption fears.

e Other: Iranian missile strikes on Israel decreased, possibly indicating
rationing for prolonged conflict. UN confirmed damage to an Iranian fuel
enrichment plant.
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These updates build on prior decapitation strikes (including confirmed death of
Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei) and ongoing air campaigns.
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Updated Timeline of Key Events (Focus on Overnight)

e March 2 Evening - March 3 Morning: Continued US-Israeli strikes in Iran
(Tehran explosions reported). Iran fired hundreds of missiles/drones at
Gulf US bases; interceptions high but hits on embassies/bases. Israel
intensified Lebanon operations, striking Beirut while advancing south.
Trump signaled extended timeline.

e March 3 Morning: US embassy closures/evacuations announced. Israeli
simultaneous strikes in Tehran/Beirut confirmed. Iranian Red Crescent
updated death toll. Netanyahu stated conflict won't be "endless" but could
take time, progressing ahead of schedule.

Updated Casualties and Humanitarian Impacts

e US: 6 service members killed (up from 3-4 previously reported).

e Iran: -~787 killed (per Red Crescent/state media; includes prior
civilian/military figures).

e Region: Injuries in Gulf states (e.g., 19 in Kuwait, mostly stable);
Hezbollah-Israel exchanges ongoing with civilian risks in Lebanon.
Humanitarian: Diplomatic evacuations, airspace restrictions persist;
Iranian internal activities continue under provincial delegation amid
national emergency.

Updated Economic and Global Impacts
Oil surged further due to Strait of Hormuz closure threats and strikes on

energy assets. Global stocks declined; shipping disruptions intensified. US
urged regional departures, heightening travel/economic strain.
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International Reactions and Statements (Updates)

e US: Trump: Campaign could last weeks or longer; "whatever it takes." No
ground troops yet but flexible.

e Israel: Netanyahu: Not an "endless war"; faster progress expected. Focus on
Hezbollah/Lebanon.

e Iran: Retaliation via proxies/missiles; Strait closure declared. Acting
leadership maintains operations.

e Others: Gulf states affected; UN notes escalation; heightened US domestic
security (e.g., Capitol).

Conclusion

Overnight shifts indicate broadening conflict beyond Iran proper, with proxy
activation (Hezbollah), Gulf strikes, and diplomatic pullbacks. While core
objectives advance (missile/naval degradation), risks of prolonged war,
energy crisis, and further casualties rise. Developments remain fluid as of
this morning.
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